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News from around the 
Chapter

Welcome to the John Gardner Chapter of the 
Traditional Small Craft Association! Visit us at 
the Community Boathouse, Building #36, on 
the University of Connecticut”s Avery Point 
campus in Groton, CT. We invite you to attend 
one of our gatherings, go for a row, a sail or 
get involved in our next boatbuilding project.

Upcoming Events: 
Meeting of the John Gardner Chapter of 
the Traditional Small Craft Association: 
Sunday, April 7th at 11 am at  the Community 
Boathouse, Building 36 on the UCONN Avery 
Point Campus. Free Parking on Sundays. 
Short Meeting followed by interactive 
program. Program Topic:“Simplified 
Sharpening” - Hands-on: bring your pocket 
knives, chisels, hand pruners, what have you, 
and up their edge with tools from our new kit. 

We also have plenty of Boathouse chisels to experiment with…minimal talk, maximum 
participation. Invite your boating friends. For those who have not visited us before, attached is 
a map doctored by John Hacunda which shows the location of Building 36 (in red). 
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JGTSCA John Gardner Traditional
Small Craft Association

Welcome to the John Gardner Chapter of the 
Traditional Small Craft Association

Visit us at the Community Boat House: Building #36 UCONN Avery Point 
1084 Shennecossett Rd, Groton, CT 06340

Welsford “Navigator” update as well as Winter Maintenance on 
Rowing Craft

at UCONN Avery Point Boat House Building 36

Next Meeting: Sunday, April 7th at 11 am at the Community Boathouse
Rowing and Sailing gatherings occur during three seasons with special 

programs and visits planned throughout the year.  All are welcome.

Local:  www.facebook.com/JGTSCA and http://www.jgtsca.org 
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Upcoming Events (cont’d) 
From our host, UCONN Avery Point, an invitation to join UCONN AP and CT Sea Grant for the 
28th season of their Coastal Perspectives Lecture Series. This annual lecture series spans the 
breadth of human interactions with coastal waters, including speakers from the natural and 
social sciences as well as humanities.

Coastal Perspectives Lecture Series:  

Tuesday, April 2, 2024; 7:30 p.m.  
Michaela J. Thompson, Ph.D., Sustainability & Environmental Management, Harvard 
Extension School 

Shadows in the Water: What Sharks Tell Us About Ourselves 
 

Tuesday, April 16, 2024; 7:30 p.m.  
James T. Carlton, Ph.D., Professor of Marine Sciences Emeritus at Williams College and 
Director Emeritus  of the Williams College-Mystic Seaport Maritime Studies Program 

Krystal Rose, M.F.A., Curator of Collections, Mystic Seaport Museum 

Spineless: The Magical World of Marine Invertebrates, and Perspectives on our Finger 
on the Pulse of Changes in Coastal Invertebrate Diversity 


Visit the website for more details on the presenters and their topics: https://
marinesciences.uconn.edu/lectures/ 

 

Want to Join us at the Live Event, In-Person? 

The event is hosted in the Avery Point Auditorium (AUD): Directions | Campus Map.pdf. 

Parking is free after 5 p.m.; closest lots are near the library (LIB) or in Lot B. Enter from the 
Academic Building main entrance, the auditorium is on second floor at the end of the hall 
(mobility-disabled accessible); or enter through or near the Student Center and go up two 
flights of stairs. 


Want to Join the Online Lecture? 

Click to sign on: https://uconn-cmr.webex.com/uconn-cmr/j.php?
MTID=mc2942830413ac0a17ac284d44bacdb8f

• Meeting number (access code): 2634 524 4333  

• Event password: coastal 

• Join the audio conference only: 

• +1-415-655-0002 US Toll 

• Use meeting number (access code) shown above. 


Lead Article: Sid Whalen’s Article on Guideboats 
Sid Whalen was a great and good friend of the Traditional Small Craft Association and in 
particular our John Gardner Chapter. As a remembrance to him, attached is a copy of his 
article from the December 1978 issue of the “Ash Breeze” that Sid sent us just this January.
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Avery Point Boathouse Activities: 

Dan Nelson’s Chesapeake Light Craft “Passagemaker” was completed to a high degree of 
finish and moved out to Dan’s Garage for yet another coat of paint and varnish, or perhaps a 
cameo appearance back in the (warm) Boathouse for the final-final touches.
In a coordinated switch, Dan’s boat went out and Steve Machesney’s Welsford “Navigator” 
came in. First off, Steve took a look at the forward opening in the coaming, which water seems 
to find (“Green water over the Bow”). He goes out in the big waves. First tried was a squared 
off cross coaming piece. Then Phil Behney came in with the idea of curved front. Steve is 
thinking on it. Come by Friday evenings at 6 pm and join in the discussion…
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Mystic Seaport Ship Modelers 
Scribe Gene McNatt shared the current schedule per their recent March meeting: 
The Tug Show and Train Show are now scheduled for June. Both shows will be held in the 
Mason Conference Room located on the west side of the Thompson Building.  Schedule as 
follows:  Show day hours are 10 am to 5 pm.  
Saturday June 8th to Wednesday June 12th – Tug Show
Thursday June 13th swap out day – Tug Show removal, Train Show Set-up
Friday June 14th to Tuesday June 18th Train Show
The Current schedule for downstairs display of ship models in the John Gardner Boat Shop 
has the room available starting in early May. 
Gene reminded members that the Ship Model Conference and Show at the Port-N-Starboard, 
Ocean Beach Park in New London will be held on Saturday April 27th. From 9 am to 3 pm. 
The group meets the second Saturday of the month upstairs in the John Gardner Boat Shop. 
Techniques and progress on models is shared. Consider joining. 
MysticSeaportShipModelers@gmail.com 

Mystic Seaport Boat Livery: 

Pete Culler’s Good Little Skiff “Waldo Howland” got 
flipped using the overhead roller system. Waldo got 
a new cypress cross-planked bottom this year and a 
new paint job with colors selected by the Howland 
family. We Volunteers meet Thursdays & Saturdays. 

This is the 3/7 Thursday crew fm L to Rt: Joe Williams, Jim Morrow, John Malmros, Steve 
Telsey, Matthew Stuart, Boathouse Supervisor Rosie DiMatteo, Tom Wunder and Terry Sofrin.
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Upcoming at Mystic Seaport Museum: 
• April 4th - 9:00 AM - Volunteer First Thursday Lecture
• April 9th and 10th - PIRATE DAYS
• April 19th - Member Preview Day for "Entwined" exhibit
• April 20th - "Entwined:  Freedom, Sovereignty, and the Sea" Opens to the Public
One of the benefits of being a Volunteer at Mystic Seaport Museum is attending the monthly 
“First Thursday” gatherings. Here is an upcoming example:
WHO: All Mystic Seaport Volunteers and Staff are all invited to our April First Thursday lecture:
WHAT: "First Thursday" Gathering - Discussion about the upcoming Solar Eclipse with Brian 
Koehler, Supervisor of the Treworgy Planetarium - "The 2024 Total Solar Eclipse”
WHEN: Thursday, April 4th at 9:00am (Coffee and donuts available before the program starting 
at 8:45am)
WHERE: Masin Room (back deck of Thompson Building)
HOW: Contact Volunteer Services Coordinator Mary Koehler at 
mary.koehler@mysticseaport.org to volunteer.

View from the Side Deck: 
In response to “What’s in your 
Shop? we just finished a nautical 
beach chair whose back and 
seat slide together to take up 
less space in the boat. Napatree 
Point here we come! 
OK, I showed you mine; you 
show me yours…what projects 
do you have this winter?
Oh, and while I have your 
attention, don’t forget your dues: 
visit JGTSCA.org, print the form, 
fill it out and send it in with $15. 
Yes, we’re not high tech but our 

overhead is low…and don’t forget National; they pay our event insurance plus send us the 
“Ash Breeze”. Go to TSCA.net and electronically pay your $35 - they are more high tech…

Please plan to attend our JGTSCA Quarterly Meeting. We’ll have some fun sharpening tools 
and make some plans for Spring and Summer. Yes, they are coming; be patient. Speaking of 
Summer, it kicks off with the WoodenBoat Show and the JG Small Craft Workshop. Email us to 
volunteer to help at Smallcrafter@Gmail.com.  We have a great group; come participate!
Fair Winds and Sharp Tools, Bill and Karen (drop us a line and tell us what you’ve been up to)
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