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Season’s Greetings from the John Gardner Chapter of the 
Traditional Small Craft Association 
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JGTSCA John Gardner Traditional
Small Craft Association

Welcome to the John Gardner Chapter of the 
Traditional Small Craft Association

Visit us at the Community Boat House: Building #36 UCONN Avery Point 
1084 Shennecossett Rd, Groton, CT 06340

Maintenance on Rowing/Sailing Craft
at UCONN Avery Point Boat House Building 36 - check website for times

Quarterly Meetings at UCONN Avery Point Community Boat Bldg. #36
1084 Shennecossett Road Groton, CT 06340

Rowing and Sailing gatherings occur during all four seasons with special 
programs and visits planned throughout the year. All are welcome.

Local:  www.facebook.com/JGTSCA and http://www.jgtsca.org 
National: www.TSCA.net

http://www.facebook.com/JGTSCA
http://www.jgtsca.org
http://www.jgtsca.org
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You are Invited! To a Club Brunch Holiday Celebration: 
Where: McQuades Marketplace 14 Clara Drive, Mystic, CT in the Galley Restaurant
When: 11 am on Sunday, December 14th, 2025 at 11 am Dutch Treat, Chef Prepared
Come visit with old friends, new acquaintances and enjoy the informal atmosphere. We will 
gather tables as needed. Catch up on Summer activities and plan new ones.
The Galley Restaurant inside McQuade's provides a number of food options for purchase. Join 
club members and guests to get in the holiday spirit by sharing some nautical stories and good 
cheer. Details and a map on our website events page: JGTSCA.org/Events 

Solstice Row followed by Holiday Cheer at the Harp & Hound Pub 
Where: To Row: Mystic Shipyard East at the dinghy launch at 18 Stafford St, Mystic
Where: To Gather After: The Harp and Hound 4 Pearl Street, Mystic, CT 

When: Sun Dec 21st 2:00pm - 6:00pm (2 pm 
Launch, approx. 4 pm Harp & Hound)
Celebrate the arrival of winter with a row on the 
Mystic River. Those interested in rowing should meet 
at our boat launch site adjacent to Mystic Shipyard 
East at 2pm. Be prepared for cold weather and bring 
your life vest and any safety gear that you wish. 
Safety First! Not interested in a chilly row? Plan on 
joining club members afterwards at the Harp & 
Hound Pub in downtown Mystic at 4pm for some 
holiday cheer. Hope to see you there!
Details and a map on our website events page: 

JGTSCA.org/Events

2026 Chantey Blast & Pub Sing 
Where: Frohsinn Hall/German Club, 54 Greenmanville Ave, Mystic, CT
When: Sat Jan 3rd 2026 1:00pm - 5pm

Start off the New Year with a rousing chantey session at the Frohsinn 
Hall/German Club in Mystic, CT. See a recap from a previous session 
at JGTSCA Scuttlebutt Archives 
 
Details and a map on our website events page: JGTSCA.org/Events
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http://www.jgtsca.org/events.html
http://www.jgtsca.org/events.html
http://www.jgtsca.org/scuttlebutt/archives/01-2019
http://www.jgtsca.org/events.html
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Minutes from our Latest Meeting: 
Peter Vermilya, Secretary

Informal meeting of the JGTSCA Executive Committee:
Muddy Waters Café, New London, CT
10AM,  November 15, 2025

YOUR BOARD HARD AT WORK (L TO R) ELLIE CZARNOWSKI, PETER VERMILYA, IAN BRADLEY, BILL 
RUTHERFORD, JOHN HACUNDA, DAN NELSON AND PHIL BEHNEY - NEW ROOM - BEAUTIFUL VIEW 

Boat Shop windows:
Dan Nelson will look into placing a plexiglass panel over the window nearest the bandsaw. 
Repairs to the front door threshold, side deck, and stairs are also priority items. Dan will 
determine the methods and materials to be used by JGTSCA in addressing these items.
Club Brunch: 
All members are most welcome to the Club Brunch Celebration to be held at McQuades 
Marketplace (14 Clara Drive, Mystic, CT) on Sunday, December 14th, 2025, at 11AM. Dutch 
treat.
Walt Ansel in partnership with JGTSCA:
Peter Vermilya will approach Walt Ansel to see if he would like to partner with JGTSCA in a 
joint program of his designing. Walt is the recently retired Director of the duPont Shipyard at 
Mystic Seaport and has taught at the WoodenBoat School in Brooklin, ME. 
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Club Dories:
One of the four club dories is now being worked on by Matt McKenzie's UCONN students in 
the Club House. A second dory is a candidate for student maintenance.
A LED temporary light bar for attachment to the Club trailer is needed.
Oak wear strips should be applied to the dory bottoms where needed
Steve Fagin:
Phil Behney suggested inviting New London Day columnist Steve Fagin on a JGTSCA led 
cruise up Briggs Brook (New London).
Follow-Up: 
Dan Nelson found Plexiglass to be a bit pricey; that is on hold. The windows on the south side 
are relatively new (3 years) old. Ian Bradley added that the one next to the entrance door, two 
on the west wall and one on the north wall do need work.
Dan did obtain a set of LED trailer lights plus a pair of new fenders. Materials are on hand to 
repair the steps to the landing and he is checking on the threshold. No work event is currently 
planned. (BR 11/23)

Avery Point Boathouse News:  
From Matt McKenzie 11/17/25: Hi Bill, Dory “Louise” is almost done. Also, can you put out a 
call for someone to re-letter the name plate? I don’t have the skill to do that. Matt
(BR Note 11/23: Karen volunteered to re-letter and I’ll refinish the plaque)

CURRENTLY IN THE SHOP: “LOUISE” ON THE RIGHT HAS BEEN FLIPPED OVER AND REFINISHED; 
 IAN BRADLEY’S CULLER WHERRY AWAITS NEXT IN LINE. 
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Mystic Seaport Museum Upcoming Events: 
Lantern Light Tours: Add some magic to your holiday with Lantern Light Village
December 5, 6, 12,13, 20 | As twilight falls, Mystic Seaport Museum glows with the warm 
flicker of lanterns and the sparkle of music and light. Step into a Dickensian holiday in 
Greenmanville—take a horse-drawn carriage ride, warm yourself by a crackling fire, share your 
wishes with St. Nick, and delight in the magic of the season. Tickets 
View the Lighted Boat Parade on the Mystic River:
November 29 | Organized by the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce, this beloved tradition 
features festively lit boats parading past the Museum waterfront. Bring a chair, enjoy the view, 
and warm up with seasonal treats and hot drinks. LEARN MORE
Attend the Community Carol Sing:
December 21 | Celebrate the 78th Annual Community Carol Sing on December 21! Enjoy free 
admission, a 2:00 p.m. caroler concert, Santa and Mrs. Claus sightings, and a 3:00 p.m. sing-
along on the McGraw Gallery Quad. Donations will be accepted to benefit the Pawcatuck 
Neighborhood Center. LEARN MORE

Kids Countdown to the New Year with Steve Elci and Friends:
December 31 | Celebrate New Year’s Eve with a kid-friendly musical countdown! Join Steve 
Elci and Friends for a lively performance at 2:15 p.m., then ring in 2026 with a 3:00 p.m. 
confetti toss. LEARN MORE

From the Mailbag:  
Member Sharon Brown passed us word that Evelyn Ansel will be moving on from Curator of 
the Herreshoff Museum; she will be sorely missed. In her farewell note Evelyn shared many of 
her on-line accomplishments; one of the most popular was a recipe for sailors’ Hardtack: 
Hardtack Recipe For a list of 2026 lectures visit Herreshoff Museum Lectures 2026 the first of 
which Jan 22nd is MSM’s Pieter Roos on the Seaport’s Watercraft Collection…

And from Judy Benson at Sea Grant: the latest “Wracklines” for Fall Winter is out: “Connect 
with Long Island Sound in the new issue of Wrack Lines”: A very interesting and topical read: 
Wracklines F/W 2025 To request a free print copy, send your mailing address to: Judy Benson 

Visit our Websites and Join 
Send $15 to Ellie Czarnowski for LOCAL CHAPTER JOHN 
GARDNER TSCA dues: Use the On Line Join & Renew form at 
www.JGTSCA.org click on “More” and “Join or Renew” and Mail in the 
form with your check to the following: JGTSCA Treasurer, Community 
Boat Building #36, UCONN Avery Point Campus, 1084 Shennecossett 
Road, Groton, CT 06340. Or, use this new QR Code from Webmaster 
John Hacunda to take us to our JGTSCA.org website: 
Thanks, John for all your efforts!
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https://mysticseaport.prospect2.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDKI3CZ6pWuyA-9UhOg2XzRjdgflxszkXg6VqWc5K4syEy7weJzPbKRikAn~M43bHfLMnLs7pz6
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https://herreshoff.org/2020/04/a-recipe-for-hardtack/?blm_aid=7920641
https://herreshoff.org/series/lecture/?blm_aid=7920641
https://seagrant.uconn.edu/?p=13848
mailto:judy.benson@uconn.edu
http://www.jgtsca.org/
http://JGTSCA.org
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And likewise, $35 for NATIONAL TSCA MEMBERSHIP (remember, they pay 
our event Insurance): Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net and receive a 
copy of the “Ash Breeze”. Click on “Join and Renew” to either join on line or 
print a form and mail in with your check. Alternatively, you can use their QR 
code to take you to their website TSCA.net.


A Couple Quick Quotes:  
“All of my boats are users.” Coracle builder Walt Peebles 


“Boats are like clamps - you can never really have too many.” John Sraub, WB School


The View from the Side Deck: 
A Heads Up: If you would like to get a early on Thanksgiving while supporting a good cause, 
stop by the Portuguese Holy Ghost Society for an early breakfast: (full disclosure: the 
Portuguese Breakfast is Spicy…)
THANKSGIVING DAY BREAKFAST 
TO BENEFIT SAFE FUTURES
PRESENTED BY PHGS & KITCHEN LITTLE 
PHGS, 26 MAIN ST, STONINGTON  
THUR, NOV 27  
6:30 - 9:30 AM  OPEN TO ALL
The Portuguese Fisherman $15.00  
Chourico, Scrambled Eggs 
  Peppers, Onions, Jalapeño Cheese, 
Portuguese Muffin
Or: Two Eggs Any Style $15.00  
Bacon and Sausage  
Home Fries 
Toast-White or Wheat 
Orange Juice & Coffee or Tea included
More to the point, we hope to see everyone in three weeks December 14th for a Holiday 
Brunch and a week later at the Solstice Row, or the Gathering after…I’ll be at the Gathering 
After….
As we ease into winter, please keep in touch. We welcome tips on good trails to hike in the off 
season, interesting museums to visit and/or boat shops to check out. Let us know your ideas 
or even better share when you would like to lead an event. 
Meanwhile, keep those cards & letters coming. Keep us posted on your shop projects.
Fair Winds, Bill & Karen at smallcrafter@gmail.com
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