
Traditional Boat of the Month: 
The Banks Dory 

This is the boat you want under you when you are out playing 
with the high rollers, the ones out in the open sea around the 
Grand Banks. Or the German or Browns or Roseway or Baccoro 
or LaHarve or St. Pierre or any of those off shore banks where 
the big fish live. Or used to live, back in the 1880's. This boat will 
be a bit tidily and get blown around a bit until you land couple of 
hundred pounds of halibut; that's incentive to get busy fishing 
and not gawk about at the sea birds and scenery.  

The Banks Dory was a product of technology and mass 
production. The concept of a flat bottomed boat, or "plat" as it 
was called on the northwest coast of France and Portugal, was 
known in the early 1500's but awaited the next step in plank-
making technology from pit-sawing to water powered vertical 
saws, of which there were many in the North American Colonies. 
Again the French got involved with flat bottomed "battoes" used 
in fur trading in the mid 1600's. Their bottom fore and aft planks 
were held together with oak cleats. Natural grown crooks with 
close to a ninety degree angle were fastened to the bottom 
boards and provided the frames on which to hang the lapped 
side planks.

These boats were involved in an arms race at the east end of 
the Great Lakes in New York when in 1756 Col. John Bradstreet 
called boatbuilders from the coast of Maine to the Chesapeake 
to meet in Schenectady to build 1200  35' to 45' bateaux, which 
they did, jumped in them in 1758 and went up the Mohawk, over 
the Oneida Carrying Place, down the Oswego to Lake Ontario 
then north to take Fort Frontenac at the east end of Lake Ontario  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Welcome to John Gardner Traditional 
Small Craft Association.  Visit us at the 

Community Boat House, Building #36 at 
the University of Connecticut Avery Point 

We invite you to attend one of our 
meetings, go for a row, or get involved with 

our next boatbuilding project. 

www.jgtsca.org

http://www.facebook.com/JGTSCA 
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Meeting Sunday, March 6th at 
Avery Point Boathouse
Potluck to stat at 12:30 pm with 
Meeting to follow
Activity: Repair, Refinish and Re-
leather Oars

"Winslow Homer's Fog Warning” Courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston; in the Public Domain

http://www.jgtsca.org
http://www.facebook.com/JGTSCA
http://www.jgtsca.org
http://www.facebook.com/JGTSCA


from the French. The rest is history, as they say, but 
important to us is that the victorious boatbuilders 
returned home with a whole new appreciation for 
building boats out of planks.They started building 
"doree's" as the French called them for inshore 
fisheries, hand lining mostly, until along came a 
new technology called trawl fishing in the 1820's 
which used hundreds of baited hooks at a time 
instead of just two or three. This fishery was very 
successful and moved off shore to the Grand 
Banks. In the process our dory became more 
stretched out with higher ends to handle those 
open ocean swells. 

 “Note multiple curves from simple shapes” Model of 20’ Grand 
Banks Dory courtesy of Woodweb.com 

Dories became very popular because they were 
cheap to build and lent themselves to mass 
production using closely guarded patterns and 
molds. Nails became more plentiful at this point 
which speeded fabrication. Plus once their thwarts 
were removed, their shape allowed stacking, as 
many as six or eight high on decks of the mother 
ship schooners. Lengths were standardized as 14', 
14-1/2, 15', 15-1/2’ and 16' as measured on the 
bottoms, since that was the part fabricated first. 
Hundreds of thousands were built. The 15-1/2’ dory 
was 19’ 8’ at the sheer, used by Canadian 
fishermen at St. Pierre and Miquelon for halibut. 
Production centered at Salisbury Point, Mass. near 
present day Amesbury, producing fishing Dories for 
the GrandBanks and from Higgins & Gifford in 
Gloucester, builders of Centennial Johnson's dory 
which crossed the Atlantic in 1876 in 86 days as 

well as a 19' dory for the Andrews brothers of 
Beverly which crossed in 46 days, 2 years later.

This continued into the 20th century until the next 
fishing technology arrived, the trawl net, first over 
the side, then astern as dragger engines grew 
stronger. But the romance of the lone fisherman in 
his dory was firmly established in our national 
consciousness.  The dory holds a special place in 
our American lore of the sea. Not a more 
"traditional" boat, particularly here in New England, 
can be found. 

Is it practical to build today?  It remains one of the 
most straightforward of the traditional boats to 
build. Is it practical to use? Well, that is where it 
gets a little controversial. It's strengths are that it is 
simple to build, stacks well and rows pretty well 
when loaded. 

Except for the first, these attributes are not high on 
a recreational user's list who does not find 
themselves rowing a heavy load when out to sea. 
That is why the poor dory has been pushed out of 
shape, its hull rounded for stability under sail, 
freeboard lowered and lightened for speed under 
oar. These boats, all of which retain the family 
name Dory, the Swampscott, the Alpha, Nahant, 
etc. are not the subject here; we will consider them 
another day. Let's stick with the original Banks 
Dory. 

Why build one today?  Well, looks for one. They 
look salty. Those laps, that sheer and that 
tombstone transom. Ability to carry a load, for 
another, which could be important if you are 
carrying your camping gear from Juneau to Seattle. 
Seaworthiness for another, particularly if you are 
doing any open ocean crossings, or at a minimum 
rowing open reaches along the coast. Rowing 
ability, as well, as long as you are in no hurry and 
can play the currents, as in Maine or Puget Sound. 

Where do we find these boats?  Of course, being 
traditionalists, we build them. John Gardner's “The 
Dory Book” has some excellent examples as well 
as background reading. If we would like a head 
start or jump into using our new boat right away? 
We could buy one. Lowell's in Amesbury, Mass., a 
national Historical Landmark, has been been 
building them for 223 years. Or at the Dory Shop in 
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, an UNESCO World 
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Heritage site, if you would like to take advantage of 
the Canadian dollar. Or, as a compromise, build 
one in a class at either of those places or this 
summer August 28th - September 3rd at 
Woodenboat school. Alternatively, come join us at 
our Community Boathouse on Friday nights and 
build a modern, plywood version.

“Newly Built Banks Dory” Courtesy of Lowell’s Boat Shop”

Either way, you will end up with an icon of which 
you will be proud as you watch her swing on her 
mooring reflecting her salty image in the still 
mornings' water or when rowing her, heavily laden 
through some really rough water. 

If we we going to build, remember Billy Atkin's 
admonition, "Shipmates, make no changes to her 
design and you'll have the boat of your dreams."  
Designer Michael Storer does the math for us. 
Stability is a function of beam and weight.  The 
beam factor is measured as length times the beam, 
times the beam squared (LxBxBxB) so downsizing 
a boat by decreasing its beam has a cube effect, in 
the wrong direction. Proportionally decreasing the 
length and beam makes the narrow bottom even 
narrower and the small dory very tippy. There was 
a reason that the most popular size Bank Dory was 
14’ on the bottom and 18’-1-1/2’ long (see 
Chapelle’s “American Small Sailing Craft “ Figure 

29). And heavy; the originals were roughly 450 
pounds, all up, plus gear. Most recreational users 
want to pull their boat up on a beach instead of 
launch over the side of a schooner, so light plywood 
versions, say 280 pounds, with crew, are popular. 
The two stability factors multiply out, so if you 
decrease the weight and also the beam, you can 
end up with a boat with 80% less stability than the 
longer, wider, heavier original.  

That being said, I still have a soft spot in my heart 
for Bolger's Gloucester Gull since it is the only boat 
in which I ever won a rowing race. It is light and fast 
and a manageable 15' overall. Of course the race 
was held in an inland lake in calm water…and no 
wind (the Gull tends to get blown about a bit). But 
her owner successfully towed her across 
Muscongus Bay behind his catboat (she tows 
beautifully - remember those photos of dories 
strung out behind the fishing schooners?). Once at 
our Maine Island Trail island, our kids had great fun 
rowing on and off the beach while we parents 
pitched camp and started boiling a batch of freshly 
picked mussels for supper. 

So built traditionally, long and heavy, kept in the 
water to soak up and put on some weight and you 
will have a fine expedition boat. Follow Will Ansel's 
example and build one in the woods out back of 
your house (see his wonderful series of photos on 
how to build in WB #246 Sept/Oct 2015).  The 
result was a 19' boat capable of carrying gear, 
friends and family to nearby islands and since it is 
decked, crawl in and spend the night. Note that he 
did not cut a hole in the bottom for a motor well, but 
rather clamped a bracket on the rail. A perfect 
location for one one of those new high-thrust 
electric trolling motors …let your imagination run 
wild and take some expeditions, even if in your 
mind as you sit by the winter's fire. That's the true 
fun of owning a Banks Dory…

Enjoy,
Respectfully submitted,
Mr. Cleat 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John Gardner Chapter TSCA UCONN Avery Point Club House Postponed Regular Business 
Meeting February 12 2016  

Draft Minutes 

JGTSCA President Bill Rutherford called the Meeting to order at 6:12pm. 

1. Introduction of Members and Guests 

Ellie Czarnowski, Treasurer, Bill Rutherford, President, Peter Vermilya, Secretary, Dan Nelson, John Hacunda, 
Andy Strode,  John Symons, Bill Armitage, Jim Clark, Rob Pittaway, Phil Behney, Dane Rochelle, David Tang, 
Ron Reinhart, Steve Barton, Marissa Lacoursiere and Karl Kaufman were present. 

1. Minutes for the January 08, 2016 meeting  
The Minutes for the 01/08/2016 Meeting, as published on the JGTSCA Website, were unanimously adopted.  
http://www.tsca.net/johngardner/about.htm  

2. Treasurer’s Report  
Treasurer Ellie Czarnowski reported that the balance on hand in the Chelsea Groton Bank account was $3,981.59 
as of the 02/12/2016 Statement. At this 02/12/2016 meeting, nine envelopes which had been mailed to the 
JGTSCA mail box containing membership dues were received.  
The Treasurer’s report was unanimously adopted.  

3. Old Business 

a. Replacement Dory  
Dan Nelson is lead builder on this project.  
Dan Nelson reported that the side panels for the replacement dory have been sawn to shape, the parts for 
the transom were in hand and materials for the chines were in the shop. One of the next major steps will 
be to build the center mold. 

b. Boat rack for storing the dories at Mystic Shipyard East. 
Phil Behney reported that he is working on a template with which to build the rack for four dories to be 
located at the Club site at Mystic Shipyard East. He will request member help to build the rack in a couple 
of months when the weather is warmer. 

     c.     New table saw guard

Bill Rutherford thanked Bill Armitage for procuring a blade guard for the club table saw. Armitage did so 
at the request of the JGTSCA Board. Members present at this meeting unanimously approved reimbursing 
Armitage for his expense, approximately $139.00.

The guard was installed last Friday by Dan Nelson, Jim Clark, and Bill Rutherford. 

    d. The second Club trailer  
Dane Rochelle, donor to the club of the second trailer, is working on finding his registration. Dave 
McCulloch has donated lumber for the beds.  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e. Shop Queue 
The queue is: replacement Club dory (being built now), John Symons (whose boat is now in the shop), Phil 
Behney, Dan Nelson, Bill Rutherford and Steve Barton.  
Phil indicated that he would be willing to cede his position to Dan as Dan will probably receive his kit for a South 
West Dory from CLC in about two weeks.  
Members present were in favor of the idea that once the replacement dory was complete that two member projects 
could occupy the shop at one time.  
Bill Armitage has reserved time to work on an Annapolis wherry during the weekdays of his school spring break.  

f. Donations to the Custom House.  
Treasurer Ellie Czarnowski reported that the donation was underway of $100.00 to the New London Custom 
House Museum to purchase a plank in the Museum’s new pier, suitably inscribed with the name of the JGTSCA.  

4. New Business 

a. March Meeting presentation  
After considerable discussion, it was decided that further discussion was needed before definitely scheduling 
either the oar leathering presentation by Rob Pittaway or a tour of the UCONN research vessel by Dan Nelson as 
the March after-meeting presentation.  
There are six pairs of oars that need re-leathering. They will need to be varnished beforehand. To do all six oars 
during the presentation, Members will need to provide at least six sets of palms and appropriate needles.  
Dan Nelson will need to research the operating schedule of the UCONN vessel and will need the permission of 
the UCONN officials to take JGTSCA members aboard. 

b. Review of 2016 Meeting dates:  
Members present were in favor of continuing the Sunday and Friday meeting schedule as it was done in 2015.  
Bill Rutherford presented and discussed an excellent chart of possible 2016 events which was much appreciated. 
The chart is attached to these minutes. 

c.      JGTSCA Newsletter    

Bill Rutherford said that he and Karen had just published the January Newsletter. Bill called for other authors to 
submit articles and images (at 300 dpi). The newsletter has proven to be an effective recruiting tool. 

    d. A flick to see:

             Bill Armitage brought to members’ attention that the Garde Theatre in New London would be presenting on    
March 3rd “The Finest Hours”, a film about the Coast Guard’s heroic rescue of crewmembers of the freighter 
“Pendleton”. Check with the Garde for time. http://www.gardearts.org/savemovies/ 

    e.      Shop First Aid kit:
Members present voted to authorize Dan Nelson to spend up to $50.00 for supplies to update the Shop first aid kit. 

5.  2016 Activities: 

February    02/19, 26 Regular Friday Meetings at 5:30pm at the Avery Point Clubhouse. 
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March         03/11, 18, 25 Regular Friday Meetings at 5:30pm.  
Please see the chart of possible 2016 activities attached to these minutes. 

6. Motion to Adjourn 

A motion to adjourn was unanimously voted at 7:31pm. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Peter Vermilya, JGTSCA Secretary 
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Portside Poets: 
Sea Fever 
By John Masefield 

I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky, 
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by; 
And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the white sail’s 
shaking, 
And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn breaking. 
  
I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the running tide 
Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied; 
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying, 
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the sea-gulls crying. 
  
I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant gypsy life, 
To the gull’s way and the whale’s way where the wind’s like a whetted knife; 
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover, 
And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over. 

From "Salt-water poems and ballads" by John Masefield 1878 -1967, 
Published 1916 by The Macmillan Company, New York. Not in copyright. 
Available from Google Books or your local library. 
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Book Corner: 
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Support “local.” Buy or borrow, but read this book!
by Sharon Brown

! Congratulations to the Noank Historical Society Inc., Noank, Connecticut for the 2015 
publication of “Celebrating the EMMA C. BERRY” by the late Lawrence ‘Larry’ R. Jacobsen.
! This little gem is a thoroughly researched and entertaining study guide with index and a 
liberal assortment of photographs knit together by editor Penny Newbury. Drawing on the 
talents of many, plumbing historical collections from Maine to Florida, this well documented 
book honors the men and women 
involved in the design, construction, 
use, and preservation of a 
quintessential local hull type, a Noank 
well smack dating from an era of 
working New England waterfronts. 
Now stewarded by Mystic Seaport 
Museum (Accession No. 1969.231) in 
her original sloop configuration, 
incredibly she will reach her 150th 
anniversary this year in good shape. 
Launched from the Latham Yard in 
Noank in June 1866, bearing the name 
of the owner’s young daughter, she 
was an investment intended for 
fishing, and measured 33’ 2” waterline 
length x 14’ 6” beam x 5’ 7” draft. 
Throughout her working life she 
engendered respect and even at her 
worst, abandoned, was ultimately 
rescued, rebuilt for a new purpose, 
extending her life, by men who saw 
value in her design. An on the water 
exhibit, designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1994, she is admired 
annually by thousands of visitors from 
around the world who see her on the 
Mystic River only three miles from her 
Noank launching site. 
! Jacobsen’s quiet passion for 
the EMMA C. BERRY and the respect 
he held for the work of his colleagues who have carefully recorded the life of a cultural icon 
with connections to many local families resonates through the pages. 
! The book is available at Mystic Seaport Stores and online. A second edition is planned 
for 2016 and the society is actively soliciting further input noankhist@global.net. Summer 
celebrations along the river will recognize her 150 year life and honor her community. 
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Around the Boat Shops: 
In the Home Shops: Peter Vermilya continues 
in planking his Delaware Ducker; he will be rigging 
it for sail as well as oar.  Carl Kaufman has done a 
dry fit on his Maude and Emeline plank and bottom; 
he plans for it to be ready for use this summer in 
Block Island Harbor.  Mike Magee is fitting out the 
interior of his Jersey Beach Skiff; he is planning to 
take it to the Maine TSCA”s Small Reach Regatta 
this summer.

At the Avery Point Community Boat 
House: John Symons is applying the umpteenth 
coat of see-your-face-in varnish to the beautiful 
deck of his mahogany runabout.  We look forward 
to a ride this summer.  Alongside, Dan Nelson and 
team are assembling pieces of a replacement dory 
for our Avery Point Dory fleet.  Dan has plenty of 
incentive since he is next in line in our queue and 
he just received shipment of one of the first kits 
from Chesapeake Light Craft for their Southwester 
Dory.  All this activity as we dodge a dozen oars 
hanging from the rafters as we repair, refinish and 
re-leather in preparation for the coming season.

Bill 
Armitage cutting the keyhole in the tombstone 
transom for the Avery Point Dory

Rob Pittaway sanding a Dory oar, preparatory to 

paint and re-leathering
Dan Nelson with his team: Dane Rochelle, David 
Tang, Andy Strode, Phil Behney and Steve 
Barton assembling the Dory transom
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Remember! 
Time to Pay Your 

Dues

Fred Fisher and Rich Traskos start on scraping 
Elysea’s bottom:

Ed Rothman and Ted Stanton finish priming 
Lisa’s topsides prior to flipping her over:

Boathouse Leader Al Burnett scraping bottom 
paint on Gideon Manchester:

At the Seaport Boathouse and John Gardner Boat Shop: Repair and refinishing the Boathouse 
Rental Fleet continues apace as the odd warm day reminds us that Spring Opening cannot be far away.  At 
the Boathouse: Sand, the Catspaw dinghy, Waldo Howland, the Culler Good Little Skiff, and George, John 
Atkin’s personal flat-bottomed skiff, all made it out the door, making room so Gideon Manchester, the 
Stonington Livery Skiff that staff uses as chase boat could come in along with Ellysea, the Boston Whitehall.  
Meanwhile in the John Gardner Boat Shop it was a glorious day when Beetle Cat Lisa’s bottom refastening 
was completed, primed and painted, and flipped over for interior work.  Beetle Cat Elvira Tucker made it out 
the door to wait near the ground to swell up a bit prior to caulking for summer so Beetle Cat Pip could come 
in for some putty and paint.
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John Gardner Traditional Small Craft Association Chapter Calendar for 2016 
January: 
Meeting Friday, January 8th, Potluck at 5:30 pm with Meeting to follow
Board Planning Meeting January 18th
Start Replacement Dory Build
February 
Meeting Friday, February 5th at 5:30 pm with Meeting to follow
Continue Replacement Dory Build
Start Symon’s Runabout Refinish
March: 
Meeting Sunday, March 6th Potluck at 12:30 pm with Meeting to follow
Meeting Activity: Repair, Refinish and Re-leather Oars
Replacement Dory Build continue and Complete Symons Runabout 
April: 
Meeting Friday, April 1st Potluck at 5:30 pm with Meeting to follow
Complete Replacement Dory Build and Start Dan Nelson’s Southwester Dory Build
Pine Island Cleanup with UCONN Environmental Group on April 12th
May: 
Meeting Friday, May 6th Potluck at 5:30 pm with Meeting to follow
Continue Southwester Dory Build
Spring Row to Mamicoke Island or Bluff Point
June:  
Meeting Sunday, June 5th Picnic at 12:30 pm with meeting to follow
Meeting Activity: Row to Bluff Point or off Avery Point Beach
John Gardner Workshop at WoodenBoat Show at Mystic Seaport June 24th -26th
July: 
No meeting planned 
Continue SW Dory Build
JGTSCA Regatta July 23rd at UCONN Avery Point - Sail and Oar - Ellie Czarnowski to lead
August: 
No meeting planned
Complete SW Dory Build
Local Lake Row - Powers Lake or NE Connecticut
September: 
Meeting Friday, September 9th Potluck at 5:30 pm with Meeting to follow
Phil Behney boat in Shop
Salt Water Row - Barn Island to Sandy Point or Seldon Creek on the Connecticut River
October: 
Meeting Friday, October 7th Potluck at 5:30 pm with meeting to follow
Phil Behney boat in Shop
Fall Colors Row - Wood River in Rhode Island - Dan Nelson to Lead
November: 
Meeting Friday, November 4th Potluck at 5:30 pm with Meeting to follow
Phil Behney boat in Shop
Tour local shop - member’s or professional
December: 
Meeting Sunday, December 4th Pot Luck Holiday Party at Custom House at 12:30 pm
Meeting Activity: Presentation TBA
Visit to IRYS and Newport Mansions 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View from the Side Deck: 
It is a cold, clear night as I step out of the Community Boathouse into a brisk southwest breeze coming 
straight over the cold waters of the sound.  The New London Light blinks its light, corresponding with the 
beacon on Ledge Light. It is a dark, moonless night,; the stars twinkle coldly.  Spring may be a ways away.  
However, the days are getting longer and from the recent activity in the boathouse, we are getting ready for 
summer’s boating season.

Lots going on in the various boathouses, as you can see from the reports above.  Other groups have been 
active as well.  The Mystic Small Ships Modelers (MSSM) have been busy with their group build of a 30 inch 
plus model of the tug Kingston, the one at the south entrance to the Seaport.  She is going vertical with eight 
frames on her keel as measurements are being make for a propulsion module.  Yes, she plans to be radio 
controlled.  Perhaps she will be at the MSSM Ship Model Show on the third floor of the Seaport’s Stillman 
Building along with other models ranging from a sternwheeler to a Yacht America.  Not to be missed: March 
19th from 10 to 4.  Their next regular meeting will be Saturday, April 23rd from 10 to 12 in the Campbell 
Room, the classroom in the basement of the Planetarium.  Always interesting to see what comes in through 
the door.  If interested, contact Bob Andrle at smallyachtsailor@gmail.com.

At the Seaport itself, Maritime Author Todd Gipstein discusses his two thrillers based in a lighthouse very 
much like our Ledge Light: March 9th at 6-8pm at the Collections Research Center (CRC) Library. The next 
night, March 10th at 7:30 pm at the River Room at Latitude 41 Restaurant, Anthropologist Sanford Low 
speaks to the ability of ancient Polynesians to navigate across the Pacific.  Or if how the shipmasters 
navigated in the mid 1800’s interests you, there is a two day workshop March 19-20 at the Planetarium where 
you get to play with whip staffs and sextants. If you would rather sing about the Sea, attend the Music of the 
Sea Workshops over four Saturdays from April 2nd through 23rd. Lots of interesting things going on.

TSCA, both nationally and locally has a lot going on as well.  See our calendar for this Chapter’s activities but 
save the last weekend in June for our annual John Gardner Small Craft Workshop for which our Chapter 
takes the lead. Be thinking about a presentation you would like to give or an activity you would like to share or 
….. one you would like to see someone else give.  Let us know.  We are up on the Seaport website under the 
Events (go to the bottom of the Calendar page and keep pressing View More until you get to the end of June) 
and there we are, ‘Small Craft Workshop” June 24 - June 26.  Click on it and dory photo and Workshop 
Activities show up.  Under Registration on that page is a Welcome Letter and Registration form.  Take a look.  
Comments welcome.

That’s about it as we bid farewell to Winter and look forward to Spring fit-out.

Thank you all for your support,
Bill and Karen Rutherford
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