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JGTSCA
John Gardner Traditional
Small Craft Association

Welcome to

John Gardner
Traditional Small Craft
Association
Visit us at the Community Boat House:
Building #36
UCONN Avery Point
1084 Shennecossett Rd
Groton, CT 06340
Local: www.JGTSCA.org
www.facebook.com/JGTSCA
National: www.TSCA.net
Next Meeting: January 5th, 2019
Meet at Noon at McQuade’s Mystic cafeteria for
Dutch Treat Lunch with short meeting to follow
and travel down to the German Club (opposite
the South Gate of Mystic Seaport) for the annual
Chantey Blast, a fund raiser for the Sea Music
Festival in June, $15 recommended donation,
beverages available inside.

January 2019

The Year in Review - 2018:
Let’s take a TSCA cruise back through 2018. The year started
just like our last one ended, with a Solstice Row on December
21st, as reported in our Vol. 1, No. 1 for 2018. That Row made it
all the way to the Seaport’s Boathouse for a quick stop before
adjourning to the much warmer Harp & Hound.

That Row was followed by a Full Moon Row the evening (i. e.
dark) of March 30th that made it to Mystic River Bridge for hot
chocolate and other beverages(?) before returning to around the
“Horn” to Mystic Shipyard East.
Winter also included work in our Shop, the Community Boating
building at UCONN Avery
Point. In addition to
routine maintenance, we
made three pair of new
oars for our Dory fleet.
What made it special was
the assistance of UCONN
student Maggie Waldron
who chose as her
Capstone Project,
building a pair of oars.
Bill Armitage and Dan
Nelson assisted with
weekly guidance plus
some extra time towards
the end.
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Ongoing through Spring was a rehab of an original Payson Gloucester Gull rowing dory. Andy Wolfe’s Dad,
Richard, donated the boat that needed “just a little work”. After a new breasthook and oarlock pads and a few
hull repairs, it was ready to join our fleet. Andy and his son proudly took it for a row during June’s
John Gardner Small Craft Workshop.

Radar, Reflectors and Sea Kayaks:
A Visibility Study

Summer 2003 and 2004

Introduction
In recent years, sea kayaking has been
growing in popularity throughout North
America and especially in Maine. Sea
kayakers are regularly observed along our
coastal shores; and sea kayak guides and
outfitters are becoming a significant part
of the working waterfront, with commercial operations spanning from Kittery to
Calais. With such popularity, the
potential for kayak collisions with larger
vessels increases dramatically.
Radar reflectors are used by sailboats,
motorized recreational craft, and working
boats of all sizes to increase their
potential appearance on the radar of
other vessels; the more obvious the
“return” on a radar screen, the more
likely an attendant boat captain is to
avoid collision. On the coast of Maine,
sea kayakers are increasingly using radar
reflectors to increase their visibility, both
in an effort to avoid collision and to
facilitate search and rescue operations in
the event of trouble. However, concrete
information is lacking on just how
effective radar reflectors are in helping
kayaks appear on radar. Conventional
wisdom is that the higher a reflector is
mounted aloft (such as on a sailboat’s
mast), the better radar signal it will
return. The intentional low-profile
design of sea kayaks that makes them
comparatively sea worthy in the hands of
a capable paddler also makes sea kayaks
difficult to see, both with the naked eye
and on a radar screen.
The purpose of this study is to review
the effectiveness of a variety of commer-

Project History
cial and homemade radar reflectors in
increasing the visibility of sea kayaks on
radar. It is intended that the results of
this study will 1) raise awareness about
the efficacy of radar reflectors on sea
kayaks; 2) provide all users of our
coastal waters with knowledge to reduce
the risk of radar-equipped vessels
colliding with sea kayaks; and 3) begin a
dialog between motor-/sail- vessel
operators and sea kayakers along the
coast of Maine.
This report summarizes the results of
radar reflector tests conducted on the
coast of Maine during the summers of
2003 and 2004.

During the spring of 2003, two rounds
of preliminary visibility tests were
conducted with the Maine Association of
Sea Kayak Guides and Instructors
(MASKGI): one with the U.S. Coast
Guard, the other with a lobsterman. Two
conflicting sets of results emerged.
Using a range of radar settings, the Coast
Guard radar was consistently able to
detect sea kayaks at various levels of
intensity, depending on the model of
radar reflector. The lobsterman’s radar,
similar in caliber to the Coast Guard’s,
was NOT able to “see” any of the
paddlers, despite use of the same radar
reflectors and similar sea conditions.
The conflicting results of these preliminary tests pointed to a need
for further systematic
testing following a
repeatable study design.
Maine Sea Grant,
MASKGI, U.S. Coast
Guard, Gulf of Maine
Expedition Institute, and
College of the Atlantic
partnered to develop
testing methodologies, run
field tests, and provide
results to sea kayakers and
operators of radarequipped vessels. For a
complete list of project
participants, see back page.

Carl Kaufman was good
enough to open his shop
to us for a tour and a
lesson on the intricacies
of planking his new Nick
Schade light rowing
wherry. Including its one
oz. fiberglas cloth
covering, it weighed a
light 15 pounds off the
Preparing the first round of radar reflector trials at the
mold and topped out at College of the Atlantic dock, summer 2003.
42 pounds when
completed. Carl rowed it
to the John Gardner
Small Craft Workshop
and held court explaining
its construction and use
to attendees.

Top picture: Field tester with
Davis #153 radar reflector
on stern deck.
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In April Dane Rochelle led a group trip to the Herreshoff Museum in Bristol, RI which was fun and interesting
for all, including lunch at the DeWolf Tavern and a visit just up the street to a new build of a Herreshoff launch.
On April 17th Ellie Czarnowski led a group that hosted flipped burgers and roasted hot dogs for a hungry
band of UCONN student Eco-Huskies as they returned from a beach cleanup along the shores of nearby Bluff
Point Park and Beach Area. Two days later on the 19th, Dan Nelson and others held Open House at our
Building 36 at UCONN
Avery Point’s
celebration of Earth
Day.
June was a big month
with Viking Weekend
mid-month and
WoodenBoat Show/
John Gardner Small
Craft Workshop
following a mere week
later. We TSCA’rs
provided support at the
docks and sailed
Norwegian Faerings
past Chubb Wharf
while Ben Fuller
extolled their virtues.
We all learned a few
things about sailing
square sails, tacking
when we could and
rowing when we had to.
Our signature event, the
John Gardner Small Craft Workshop held in
conjunction with the WoodenBoat Show,
makes for a busy weekend. Rows up the
River Saturday morning and down on
Sunday, Benn Fuller’s talk on how to rig a
brailing line on a Spritsail, his tours of the
Seaport’s Small Craft Collection (the
originals) in Rossie Mill, Pete Peters’
demonstration on how to braid a rope fender,
Brian Cooper making spars for his new
fabric-on-frame Whitehall and new this year,
plein air watercolor nautical art with Capt’n
Suz (Suzan Wallace) and late afternoon free
sail time. A good time was had by all,
including the traditional Saturday night BBQ
and front porch musical free-for-all.
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This Summer the Avery Point Boathouse
saw a new Dory build started by John
Giulietti, a Gloucester Gull design
stretched to 19 feet by Phil Bolger. John
plans a trip to the Blackburn Challenge,
or at least across to Bluff Point. He
included the adjustable seats per plan
and also added a strake for
seaworthiness. By year’s end he had the
exterior done and painted and was
installing seats. It may be the longest
boat (19’) out of our shop by a builder 78
years young.

Fall was ushered in with an Oar and Sail
outing at Bluff Point State Park. We
launched at the baseball field just north
of the Amtrak line, ducked under the
railroad bridge with masts down and
rowed south beyond the old trolley bridge
abutments before nosing in to a sandy
beach along the airport to step masts.
We continued down the Poquonock River
and out onto the bay behind Bushy Point
Beach, tacking back and forth in a nice
breeze on smooth water. The bottom got
a bit close at times, but then it was just
“up board and scoot off” and keep going
until tired. We pulled into a break in the
dunes to rest, then walked across to the
wave action side to watch the big boats
bounce around. The smart ones of the
group, Peter Vermilya and Ellie
Czarnowski, brought shallower draft
vessels, a kayak and SUP. Very
traditional; I’m sure the first SUP
was a log.
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October’s Full Moon was
honored by an evening
Row led by Phil Behney.
The year was brought to a
close by our traditional
Holiday Party hosted by
Rob Pittaway at New
London’s Custom House. A
delicious Pot Luck was
enjoyed by all, with
everyone saving their best
dish for this gathering.
After which our speaker,
Ben Ellcome, leader of the
Seaport’s Sailing Center,
held our rapt attention as
he spoke of his plans to
build a fleet of sailing craft
to fill the gap between Dyer
Dhows and JY 15’s with
boats like Penguins, Blue
Jays, Sunfish and Sailfish, the boats we grew up learning to sail. All of a sudden they are becoming rare and
hard to find. Who knew?
So there you have it: a year in review and, yes, Phil Behney sneaked in yet another Solstice Row to complete
the Year 2018 in style.

Recent Activities:
Solstice Row: Phil Behney organized another successful
Solstice Row Saturday morning, December 22nd. Our
intrepid Photo-Journalist, Sharon Brown caught two
participants at the Route 1 Bridge in Mystic (see photo) so we
know they got at least that far…full report pending. Weather
the previous evening at 5:23 pm (the official time of the
Solstice) was a bit dicey, so, discretion being the better part of
valor, Captain Behney decided on a morning Row instead.
Totally understandable since Phil is well known for his Full
Moon Rows, and, you guessed it, December 22nd was the
date of the last Full Moon of the year.

Photo by Sharon Brown

Tech-saavy Brian Cooper produced a video of the Solstice Row available at
https://www.facebook.com/1068354845/posts/10215027240168950/ Great fun. Thanks, Brian.
Thanks to Phil and all others who participated. The next Full Moon is January 21st which is also the date of a
Full Moon Lunar Eclipse, for those who can stay up past 10:30 pm…..we’ll see how Cap’n Phil celebrates this
upcoming celestial event. Stay tuned…..look for an email from flipheh2gmail.com for details.
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Upcoming Activities:
Woodcarving Classes at Mystic Seaport: January is the month for sitting by the fire, mallet in hand carving
signs and nautical decorations. Jeff Rossi, Lead Interpreter at the Sign Shop, leads three different classes: a
two day “Carve and Leaf a Star” (Jan 5th & 6th), a two day “Scroll Embellishment Workshop” (Jan 28th &
30th) and a five day “The ABC’s and 123’s of Wood Carving” (on Sundays Jan 27th thou Feb 24th). Your
Editor took the “ABC’s and 123’s” last year in five straight days and found it fascinating; a combination of
mental as well as hand and eye coordination. This year Jeff is spreading the learning out over a month which
will be even better, providing practice time in between.
“Coopering for Beginners” is sold out in January; it is next available February 2nd. Sign up early. And for
those wanting to be even closer to the fire, there is a Buckingham House Bread Baking” class January 21st.
Go to MysticSeaport.org to sign up for classes. Select “Learning, and then “Workshops and Classes” to
scroll down through the offerings.

Chantey Blast and Pub Sing: This event is scheduled to occur on Saturday, Jan 5th starting at 1 pm, right
after our January Meeting at McQuades Mystic. What a coincidence! This will allow us to attend right after
our meeting; it is just down the road at the German Club, across the street from the Seaport’s South
Entrance. Admission is free with a donation of $15 suggested. It is sponsored by the Pinewoods Folk Music
Club as a fundraiser for the 40th Annual Sea Music Festival held at the Seaport, as well as other nearby
venues, June 6th thru 9th. If you have never been, this Chantey Sing is a Blast, so to speak; audience
participants stand up and belt out a stanza, the audience then chimes in on the chorus, the singer then sits
down and another pops up. Informal good fun! Hope to see you there.

Mystic Seaport Ship Modelers: have invited us to join them for their January Meeting, on the 12th at 10 am
upstairs in Mystic Seaport’s John Gardner Small Boat Shop (the stair entrance is around back, towards the
water). They have very interesting gatherings featuring topics such as 3-D printing an anchor windlass (that
works!) for a model of the “Emma C. Berry”, cannons that fire from the turret on a model of the “Monitor” (six
feet long) and a three foot radio controlled model of the Tug “Kingston” the original of which is at the South
Entrance of the Seaport. After this particular meeting all are invited on a tour of Rossie Mill (the “Small
Craft Hall” across from the North Entrance) to view the Seaport’s collection of originals (as opposed to the
replicas we maintain at the Boat Livery) as they have been acquisitions by the Seaport, original flaky paint
and all. We are invited to attend both the meeting and the tour, or meet them at the rear of Rossie Mill for
just the tour. Dress warm! This is a real opportunity to walk through the collection with Phil Tankard and the
folks who are organizing the “Hall" which is not often open to the public. Hope to see you there…
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John Gardner Chapter TSCA: Sunday, December 2nd, 2018
Meeting Minutes at New London Maritime Society Custom House,
150 Bank Street, New London, Connecticut
Member Rob Pittaway opened the meeting at 12:50 pm, Sunday, December 1st, 2018 with a hands-on
demonstration of original New London Ledge Light House providing one long-red & three short-white flashes
through a Fresnel lens, floating on mercury.
Members Present: Rob Pittaway, Dane A. Rochelle, Bill Rutherford, Ellie Czarnowski, David Tang, Larry
Magee, Trudy Alduk, Dan Nelson, Peter Vermilya, Andy Strode, Judy Strode, Brian Cooper, Bill Armitage
President Dane A. Rochelle formally called the meeting to order at 12:52 pm, proposing a slate of candidates
for new officers beginning January 1st, 2019, as follows:
President: Bill Rutherford
Member-at-Large Dan Nelson
Secretary: John L. Giulietti,

Vice President: Philip Behney
Treasurer: Ellie Czarnowski

President Dane A. Rochelle then solicited additional candidates from the floor. Hearing none, the above
proposed candidates were approved by acclamation by members.
Bill Rutherford presented out-going President Dane A. Rochelle a blue duffle-ditty bag with the TSCA logo.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Ellie Czarnowski reported a balance of $5,150.86 and submitted a written
treasurer’s report. (copy attached) A $100 donation was accepted from Sid Whalen.
Old Business: Bill Rutherford reported that the Bill Armitage’s Mellonseed needed to be brought into
Building 36 during 2019. John L. Giulietti reported that his 19-foot “Stretched Gull” would leave by New
Years Day. Philip Behney reported various Chapter boats needed repair in Building 36 in Spring, 2019.
New Business: Philip Behney proposed that the December 22nd, 2018 Full Moon row from Mystic at 8 AM
weather permitting and reminded that USCG requires approved personal flotation devices must be worn.
Club Activities: A discussion ensued regarding a January 21-22nd, 2019 lunar total eclipse row, weather
permitting.
Presentation: Meeting was adjourned by acclamation after which Ben
Ellcome of the Mystic Seaport Sail Program gave a presentation regarding the one-design class sailing small
craft during the past 75 years and the on-going student building class program repair/reproducing of some 11
one-design class boats, including the 9-foot Dyer Dow.
Minutes Submitted by John L. Giulietti, Acting Secretary, December 28th, 2018
Reminder: 2019 John Gardner Chapter dues are due January 1st, 2019.
Make your $15 check payable to “JGTSCA” and mail to JGTSCA Community Boat Building
#36, 1084 Shennecossett Rd., Groton, CT 06340
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View from the Side Deck:
After a warm day yesterday, the winter sky is back with cool oranges and grey as the sun sets a bit later every
day - can Spring be far behind? Time to fix gear, pull out the charts and plan oar and sail outings for the
coming year. Speaking of the coming year, please plan to join us at our January Meeting starting a noon
Saturday at the cafeteria in McQuade’s Mystic. After a “Dutch Treat” lunch and short meeting we plan to
adjourn to the Chantey Blast and Pub Sing (see above) for music and libations. Should be a good time. At
the meeting we will be lining up ideas for our coming year. Bring your ideas. In particular, we will select
activities for February and March.
Your Publisher (Karen) questions your judgement, but it appears that your Editor (Bill) will attempt to lead this
esteemed group for the coming year. We view it as a great opportunity and look forward to fun times afloat
and ashore. Bring your ideas; new ones accepted. Like a Chantey Blast in January?? Perhaps some
evening rows followed by BBQ’s during the summer? A “Float” in November’s Mystic Lighted Boat Parade?
All in addition to our tried and true Pine Island Cleanups, Small Craft Workshops and trips to Maine. We’re
ready to cast off….
Please remember that January is dues month: $15 for local and $25 for National. Mail local dues to the
address on the front page or give to Ellie. Mail National dues to TSCA, PO Box 350, Mystic, CT 06355 or go
to TSCA.net and join on line.
Meanwhile, keep those cards and letters coming, folks. This is your newsletter; we would love to highlight
your special project or latest cruise.
Fair Winds,
Bill and Karen Rutherford
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