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John Gardner Traditional
Small Craft Association
Welcome to the John Gardner Chapter of the
Traditional Small Craft Association
Visit us at the Community Boat House: Building #36 UCONN Avery Point
1084 Shennecossett Rd, Groton, CT 06340
Spring Maintenance on Rowing Craft
at UCONN Avery Point Boat house Building 36
Next Meeting: In Person Meetings on Hold due to Covid Requirements
We plan a short Zoom meeting followed by an
On-Line Presentation. All are welcome.

Local: www.facebook.com/JGTSCA and http://www.jgtsca.org
National: www.TSCA.net

A Stretched “Poohsticks”
Tim Mooney describes his
stretched Poohsticks“ in this way:
“This double ender is a
lengthened Bolger Poohsticks
from his first book, “Small Boats”.
He describes it as a child’s boat, a
good model of a dinghy for
rowing. Since he called it a child’s
boat, I never paid much attention
to the design, but looking at the
book one more time while
deciding what medium length
rowing boat to build, I noticed he
said it was for kids because if
displacement went above 250 lb.
the chine immersed and eddy resistance occurred. I realized by lengthening by 1.14 I would
have a 13’ boat on her designed WL with me aboard. The 13’ boat looks a lot better than the
11’ 4” boat. I was thinking of a dory but serious pulling boats have low freeboard for low
windage and this boat with it’s V bottom (and a bit less freeboard) I thought would track better
in a wind with less weather-vaning. Which it does. I'm very happy with the boat. L Francis
Herreshoff says a boat’s immersed buttocks should be nearly an arc of a circle for low
resistance. Bolger says a model of this type can produce bursts of good speed under oars;
there seems to be something to this unusual hull form. Unusual in that the chine is at the
designed WL along its whole length.”
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(Ed. Note: Bolger’s “Small Boats” is out of print but available on-line used or as a part of
“Bolger Boats” which combined “Small Boats” and “Folding Schooner”. Both are excellent
books for a winter’s reading, For those without the $120 (used) purchase price, the following
sketches are included to give you an idea of “Poohsticks” construction, with forbearance from
Suzanne Altenberger and “Bolger and Friends”:)

Tim Mooney continues, “and here is a scan of a drawing of the lengthened lines which shows
how much nicer the hull looks at 13’:
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Tim goes on to say,”I was a member of JGTSCA some years
back and have followed the group online a bit since. I have
enjoyed and appreciated your monthly newsletters. I was
thinking of being active again when things get back to
normal and go for a row when planned. I suppose a photo of
me would be in order, not all members were in the group 8
years ago. Tim Mooney, Wakefield, RI.”
Tim also said that he was sorry to see that the JGTSCA web
site page moved and was wondering how to stay in touch.
Good News, Tim: our Webmaster, John Hacunda, found us
a new site, used the old address, http://www.jgtsca.org and
updated the whole site. See a report on the effort later in this
newsletter. We look forward to seeing you again, Tim, and
hope you bring your stretched “Poohsticks” to our upcoming
John Gardener Small Craft Workshop.
And now, a bit of business: please remember to send in your Dues:
LOCAL CHAPTER JOHN GARDNER TSCA - Mail the following to:
JGTSCA Treasurer
Community Boat Building
UCONN Avery Point Campus
1084 Shennecossett Road
Groton, CT 06340
NAME________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
TOWN____________________________________________STATE______ZIP_____________
EMAIL________________________________________________PHONE_________________
Individual/Family Membership $15 Annually; Make check payable to JGTSCA. Thanks
NATIONAL TSCA MEMBERSHIP - Join and Renew Online at www.tsca.net
Or Mail to:

Secretary (Membership)
Traditional Small Craft Association
P.O. Box 183
Mystic, CT 06355

Individual/Family: $25 annually for Individual/Family and receive a copy of the “Ash Breeze”.
Remember, National pays for insurance coverage for our events!
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“Stories from the Days of Sail” from Duncan Wright
Thank you again, Duncan, for sharing these bits of sailing lore. Previous parts were: “The Ship
and its Gear”, “The Sailor: Assuming Command” and in our last issue (Vol 7 No. 1 January,
2021) “the Environment”. In this issue Duncan takes us out sea….
PART 4: PREPARATIONS BEFORE SAILING
“The finest and most precise ordering of objects that I think I’ve ever seen, Socrates, was
when I went on board the great Phoenician ship to inspect it. There I saw a huge number of
items all separately packed away in the least possible space. I mean, a ship, as you know,
uses a lot of wooden objects and ropes when it docks and sets sail, and a lot of rigging, as it is
called, when it is sailing; it carries a lot of devices to defend itself against enemy ships, a lot of
weaponry for the crew and all the implements which people use in a house on land for each
group of men who mess together. Apart from this, it is filled with all the goods which the ship’s
owner is transporting for profit. And all those things I’ve mentioned are kept not in some overlarge space, but in a hold which is comparable in size to a ten-couch dining room. I observed
that all these objects were stored in such a way that they didn’t obstruct one another, didn’t
need a search party, and weren’t either so loosely or so tightly packed as to cause a delay
when there was an urgent need for something. I found out that the helmsman’s subordinate,
who is called the prow-man of the ship, knows everything’s location so well that even when
he’s not in the hold he can say where everything is and how many objects there are, just as
someone who’s trying to be literate can say how many letters there are in ‘Socrates’ and where
in the word each letter comes. Nevertheless, I saw this same prow-man using his spare time
to inspect all the ship’s necessities. I was surprised that he was making such an inspection,
and asked him what he was doing. ‘Sir’, he replied, ‘I am inspecting the ship’s equipment to
see if anything is missing or awkwardly stored. I am doing this in case something unforeseen
happens. You see, when God whips up a storm at sea, searching for an essential item or
handing over something which is lying awkwardly is out of the question. God guarantees
retribution for stupidity and punishes it. If God merely refrains from destroying innocent people,
they have much to be grateful for; and even if you’ve done your job excellently, and you are
spared, it is the gods who must be profusely thanked.”
XENOPHON, Conversations of Socrates. (355 B.C.E.)
PART 5: NAVIGATION
This was the fourth day, when Odysseus had all ready.
On the fifth day, Kalypso...
.... conjured a warm land breeze to blowingJoy for Odysseus when he shook out his sail!
Now the great seaman, leaning on his oar,
steered all night unsleeping, and his eyes
picked out the Pleiades, the laggard Ploughman,
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and the Great Bear, that some have called the Wain,
pivoting in the sky before Orion;
of all the night’s pure figures, she alone
would never bathe or dip in the ocean stream.
Those stars the beautiful Kalypso bade him
hold on his left hand as he crossed the main.
Seventeen nights and days in the open water
He sailed, before a dark shoreline appeared;
Skheria then slowly came into view
like a rough shield of bull’s hide on the sea.
Homer, The Odyssey (c. 800 BCE)

The JGTSCA Website Gets a Refresh:
This just in from our Webmaster John Hacunda:
“The former JGTSCA website was built over 10 years ago and used the technology available
at the time. It was cumbersome to maintain which discouraged keeping content up to date.
I have started migrating our legacy content to a newer website builder that provides easier-touse web publishing features. The updated JGTSCA website now takes advantage of some
new features, such as display of photo slideshows and videos. The website builder
automatically formats the website content so that it is mobile-enabled (formatted to display
legibly if viewed from your cell phone).
The updated JGTSCA website http://www.jgtsca.org is organized into the following sections.
Home page - main landing page for our website.
About - contains information about our chapter, including current officers and a background
story about our chapter namesake John Gardner.
Newsletters - an archive of JGTSCA Newsletters from 2015 to the present. Individual
newsletters can be viewed by clicking on an associated link.
Scuttlebutt - this section is set up as a blog (displays postings by one or more individuals in
chronological order and provides the ability to make comments on specific postings). Postings
cover a wide range of topics including our rowing/sailing events, boat building, maritime
events, races, meetings, museum visits, etc.
Join Us - provides details about membership in the JGTSCA and the National TSCA. There is
a downloadable JGTSCA application form.
The updated site is now live and I will continue to add our legacy content as time permits, so if
you have suggestions or comments, feel free to share them. We will likely include an Events
section where formal and informal club activities can be listed. John” Thank You, John! (Ed.)
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Updates and Coming Events:
UCONN AP Coastal Perspectives Lecture Series:
Please join us as we celebrate 25 years of coastal perspectives!
All lectures will be offered solely online. We will not meet in-person this season.
Next Lecture: Tuesday, February 23, 2021; 7:30 p.m.
The Struggle to Reclaim Connecticut’s Coastal Commons
Andrew Kahrl, Ph.D., Professor of History and African American Studies, University of Virginia
In March: Tuesday, March 9, 2021; 7:30 p.m.
The Hudson River Eel Project: Fish Conservation through Community Engagement
Chris Bowser, M.S., NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Program and the Hudson River National
Estuarine Research Reserve
Check the website for the most up-to-date information: https://marinesciences.uconn.edu/
lectures/
Mystic Seaport Museum:
How-to videos for winter: Visit https://stories.mysticseaport.org
Upcoming Programs and Events: Visit https://www.mysticseaport.org/visit/hours-tickets/?
utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MemberNewsJanuary12%2C2021
&utm_content=version_A to view a day to day calendar of activities.
Don’t forget to sign up for March 18’s Adventure Series: Whit Perry and Dylan Perry:
Sailing the Mayflower II
Hear the extraordinary journey of the Mayflower II as Capt. Whit Perry and crewmember Dylan
Perry share their adventures preparing and sailing this historic ship. Mayflower II is Plimoth
Plantation’s fully restored 64-year-old reproduction of the ship that brought the Pilgrims to the
shores of historic Patuxet in 1620.
After the completion of a three-year long restoration in partnership with Mystic Seaport
Museum, the crew of the Mayflower II faced the challenge of sailing her safely home to
Plymouth, MA during a summer of unprecedented challenges in the face of a global pandemic.
Join us as Whit and Dylan share their experiences of operating this very large, wooden.
Square-rig ship in modern times.
New Dates for the WoodenBoat Show: are August 20, 21 and 22nd. As a result, the Seaport
has decoupled our John Gardner Small Craft Workshop and asked us to hold it Memorial Day
Weekend instead. After discussions with the Board, we agreed; planning is underway. Watch
the Seaport’s website for the latest official information. In the meantime, if you have a
presentation, demonstration or activity you would like to share, please notify either Brian
Cooper cooperbd@Yahoo.com or myself, Bill Rutherford, smallcrafter@gmail.com.
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Update from National TSCA: New business card sized ID’s right-sized to carry
with you; we are working on a list of museums, associations (BOAT US) and
retail outlets at which to receive discounts. Also updating SWAG: decals,
patches, burgees and a fresh new brochure. Watch the National TSCA website
https://tsca.net for updates.
This report from the Mystic Seaport Museum Boat Livery: “Putty & Paint make them what
they Ain’t”. We have a small crew working a day or two a week. We’re masked and socially
distant as per MSM regs and still enjoy donuts. We have Livery Boats in the Thompson
Exhibit Center (Afterglow, Morsel, Captain Hook). Stop by and see them being replanked and
reframed; they remain there until the end of the month. We also have Livery boats in the
Shipyard Paint Shop (Alysea and George) that are actively being worked on. A Beetle Cat and
Waldo are complete in the Gray Boatshop and ready to move out. Gideon and Chuck (a
chunky flat-bottomed skiff) are in the Livery Boathouse Shop. The goal is to have a Livery fleet
in place by opening day, Memorial Day Weekend.

World-Wide Classic Boat Show: a Virtual collection of Boats, Museums, Schools Festivals,
Clubs and Communities created by OffCenterHarbor.com. Our John Gardner TSCA Chapter
is included as are some member’s boats. Daily speakers like Roger Barnes (Camp Cruising)
are featured with their talks recorded for later viewing. Dates: February 19th to 28th
Location: Online at ClassicBoatShow.com Tickets: $5
FISH & CHIPS at the PORTUGUESE HOLY GHOST SOCIETY 26 Main St. Stonington Village
every Friday through April 21st from 11 am to 7:30 pm. Take Out encouraged. All Covid
Procedures will be followed. Also Scallops, Fish combos, Fried Shrimp and Clam Chowder.
Come support a fellow Non-Profit. More info at www.HolyGhostClub.com
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Mystic Seaport Ship Modelers: Visit
https://en.shipphotographer.com/le-cerf to
see Olha Batchvarov’s latest: decking the
French Cutter “Le Cerf” 1779-1780. See the
videos at the bottom of her website page
but take the time to read about and watch
the planking process (hint: CADD and laser
cutting beats out the old hang strake by
strake). Also note the sail plan: what a cloud
of sail she carries! Oh, and for you small
boat folks, she has a separate video on
building the ship’s longboat….

From the Side Deck:
Prof. Matt McKenzie emailed that he liked the John Gardner articles in the latest Ash Breeze
(he leads the UCONN class that visited our Community Boathouse last year for a class on
different types of boat construction). He asked to bring them back this Spring. I, of course
replied in the affirmative so there will be an opportunity for a couple of us to chat with, show
around and answer questions. It was great fun last year; it is nice they are interested in
returning. I remember Carl Kaufman’s quote from a year ago: “There’s only two ways to build
a boat, start with a log and cut away everything that doesn’t look like a boat or, start with a
pile of lumber and build what looks like a boat. All the rest is details.”
It is still a bit wintery but the Seaport has asked us start planning to run the John Gardner
Small Craft Workshop over Memorial Day Weekend (the sun always shines, right?). Brian
Cooper will take the lead on this; we met with Shannon McKenzie of the Seaport last
Thursday to talk logistics and start the process. Watch the Seaport Website https://
www.mysticseaport.org/events/small-craft-workshop/ for the latest information. We will be
celebrating 50 years since the first Small Craft Conference and Rowing Workshop as well as
looking forward to the future.
Currently our Covid risk has been downgraded. Variants depending, of course, we have
hopes of returning to some semblance of normal routine and activities. We look forward to
seeing you all in person out on rows, sails and in small craft gatherings.
Fair Winds,
Bill and Karen Rutherford
smallcrafter@gmail.com
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